CHICAGO SPORTS 


SMASHING DISPLAY 


Cubs’ Schwarber shows off power but falls 
in finals to Harper in Home Run Derby 
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Baez all about having fun, while Contreras 
wants to win at their first All-Star Game 
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standoff 


Loyola sues Cook 
over refusal to take 
him; bill tops $500K 


By MEGAN CREPEAU 
Chicago Tribune 


For three months, Lam- 
ont Cathey has been stuck 
in a suburban hospital, 
caught in a bizarre bureau- 
cratic standoff. 

Facing theft-related and 
escape charges, he is in the 
custody of Cook County 
authorities, handcuffed to a 
bed at Loyola University 
Medical Center under the 
constant watch of three 
sheriff’s deputies and a hos- 
pital staffer. 

Loyola says there’s no 
medical reason to keep him 
there, but the hospital can’t 
just show him the door 
because he’s in the sheriff’s 
custody. 

Yet Cermak Health Serv- 
ices, which provides medi- 
cal care to county jail de- 
tainees, wouldn’t take him. 
Nor would county-run 
Stroger Hospital. And sher- 
iff’s officials don’t want to 
move him from Loyola 
without someone to attend 
to his medical needs. 

In desperation, Loyola 
sued last week in the hope 
of forcing his removal from 
the hospital, where it says 
he has run up more than 
$500,000 in medical ex- 
penses in just the last three 
months. The hospital wants 
the county to reimburse it 
for those expenses. 

On Monday evening, just 
hours after the Tribune 
posted this story online, a 
spokesman for County 
Board President Toni 
Preckwinkle said the de- 
tainee was being trans- 
ferred to Stroger after a deal 
apparently had been 
worked out. The spokes- 
man, Frank Shuftan, de- 
clined to comment further. 

The lawsuit does not 


Turn to Detainee, Page 6 


Chicago’s Chance 
continues to 


write own story 


Chance the Rapper is pre- 
paring to headline Sat- 
urday’s concert for the 
Special Olympics, another 
way the Chicago performer 
has turned his career into a 
series of intersecting artis- 
tic and civic projects, a 
tradition that has been part 
of the city’s musical fabric 
for decades. A+E 


Officials: No plan 
to release more 


video from death 


Oversight agency says there 
are no immediate plans to 
release additional footage 
of Saturday afternoon’s 
deadly confrontation with a 
man on the South Side. 
Chicagoland, Page 4 
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PABLO MARTINEZ MONSIVAIS/AP 


U.S. President Donald Trump and Russian President Vladimir Putin before their one-on-one meeting at the Presidential Palace in Helsinki on Monday. 


Trump supports Russia 
on Mueller investigation 


Behavior at summit draws 
harsh criticism from GOP 


By SARAH D. WIRE 
Washington Bureau 


WASHINGTON — Sen. 
John McCain called it “dis- 
graceful”; Sen. Bob Corker 
said he was “saddened” 
and “disappointed.” Mostly, 
however, Republican mem- 
bers of Congress reacted to 
President Donald Trump’s 
performance beside Vladi- 
mir Putin in Helsinki with 
silence. 

Democrats rushed to 
condemn Trump’s contin- 
ued refusal to acknowledge 
Russian interference in the 
2016 election. But it was 
the reaction on Trump’s 
side of the political aisle — 
as even many administra- 
tion defenders sought cov- 
er — that most captured the 


way the president’s com- 
ments Monday stunned 
many in the capital. 

Before Trump’s meeting 
Monday with the Russian 
president several Republi- 
cans had urged him to send 
a strong sign of disap- 
proval. The fact that 
Trump did almost the op- 
posite brought sharp de- 
nunciations from the hand- 
ful of Republicans who in 
the past have been willing 
to criticize the president — 
most of whom are not 
seeking re-election. 

“I never thought I would 
see the day when our 
American President would 
stand on the stage with the 
Russian President and 


Turn to GOP, Page 8 
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“The president 
must appreciate 
that Russia is 


not our ally” 


— House Speaker 
Paul Ryan 


Putin offers to 
assist Mueller 
Nation & World, Page 8 


President accepts Putin’s 
denials of interference 


By ELI STOKOLS 
AND SABRA AYRES 
Washington Bureau 


HELSINKI — President 
Donald Trump slammed 
the special counsel’s inves- 
tigation into his campaign’s 
possible election collusion 
with Russia and, with Rus- 
sian President Vladimir 
Putin alongside him at a 
news conference Monday, 
seemed to accept Putin’s 
denials of wrongdoing over 
the unanimous conclusions 
of U.S. intelligence officials. 

The president also 
blamed the United States 
for relations with Moscow 
that he said have “never 
been worse” He added, 
“However, that changed as 
of about four hours ago” — 


referring to his meeting 
with Putin at Finland’s 
presidential palace. 

When Trump was asked 
by a US. reporter whether 
he believes Putin or his 
own intelligence officials, 
who unanimously say Rus- 
sia did intervene for 
Trump, he replied by criti- 
cizing the FBI for not doing 
enough to probe Demo- 
crats. 

“My people came to me,” 
Trump said, speaking of 
intelligence officials in- 
cluding director of national 
intelligence Dan Coats, and 
“They said they think it’s 
Russia. I have President 
Putin. He just said it’s not 
Russia. I will say this, I 
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With his parents’ help, Colin O’Connor sent letters to all 
30 Major League Baseball teams. He heard back from 28. 


5-year-old fan wrote every MLB 


HEIDI STEVENS 
Balancing Act 


When Mike O’Connor 
was growing up on Chi- 
cago’s Northwest Side, 
near Harlem and Foster 
avenues, he collected base- 
ball cards. He’d track their 


value in Beckett Baseball 
Card Monthly, which, in its 
heyday, had 1 million sub- 
scribers. 

Every so often, he’d part 
with an especially precious 
one. 

“I used to write to the 
players and ask for their 
autograph,” said O’Connor, 
who lives in Glenview 
now. “You’d put the card 
with a letter and mail it 
away, and hopefully you’d 
get the card back.” 


team. The response is delightful. 


In 1989, a good year for 
the Cubs, the team still had 
Mitch “Wild Thing” 
Williams — he’d be traded 
to the Phillies in 1991 — 
and O’Connor had his 
card. 

“That was a big deal, to 
have him on a Cubs card,” 
he said. “I mailed it away 
for his autograph, and I 
didn’t hear back.” 

Two years later, the card 
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> Tom Skilling’s forecast High 80 Low6 


0 Chicago Weather Center: Complete 
forecast on back page of A+E section 
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